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For your Diary 

 
Tuesday 11th December 2012 

Castle Baynard Carol Service & Drinks 
St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe 
6.15 for 6.30pm 
CBWC members and Upholders Liverymen 
Cost £15; events@cbwc.org.uk by 5 Dec.  
 

 

Tuesday 15th January 2013 

Court, Common Hall and Luncheon 
Cutlers’ Hall, 12.15 for 1pm 
Liverymen, Freemen and guests 
 

Wednesday 6th February 2013 

Church Service & Dinner 
St Michael’s Cornhill, 6pm 
Armourers’ Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 
Liverymen, Freemen, Yeomen & Guests 
 

Tuesday 19th March 2013 

Master’s Court Dinner 
Dyers’ Hall,  7.00 for 7.30pm 
Court members and partners 
 

Tuesday 9th April 2013 

Installation Court and Dinner 
Drapers’ Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm 
Liverymen, Freemen & Guests                                              

 

    Nick Meyer, Senior Warden       Jerry Appleyard, Master       Derek Thornton, Junior Warden 
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What an honour to be elected Master of the 

Worshipful Company of Upholders for 2012/13 -  

A year that coincides with many international / national 

and personal milestones. 

Firstly I must pay tribute to Past Master Jim Kelly. As 

Senior Warden I worked closely with Jim on numerous projects 

he got involved in during his year – a year when he attended over 

300 Livery events.  His enthusiasm and dedication to the role was 

unstinting and this is certainly a very tall order to try and match. 

Jim’s remit was to promote the Upholders in as many events as 

possible and I am in little doubt that the standing of our Company 

has risen considerably with us being invited to many more events 

than ever before. I wish to continue this vein of inviting Livery 

Companies that we traditionally have not had close contacts with, 

so over my year we will be welcoming some new faces from the 

Livery world. 

I remember my very first Livery dinner many years ago 

when my sponsor, Past Master and Treasurer Michael Brecknell, 

invited me as his guest to Mansion House. The grandeur of the 

setting and the friendliness of all the people I met really 

impressed, so much so that when the Treasurer asked me if I 

would like to get more involved within the Livery it was an easy 

decision and now here I am, all those years later, as Master. 

So it was with great excitement that I could choose to 

have the Installation dinner on my 50th Birthday and share the 

occasion with the “big family” as well as many of my own 

family. One of the key features of our Livery is the fantastic 

fellowship and goodwill we extend to our own Liverymen but 

also to all our guests. We should not underestimate the worth this 

has within visiting Livery Companies as well as our guests. 

The Installation dinner was no different and therefore it 

was a great surprise, certainly to the Master, when a large 

birthday cake was produced and everyone sang “Happy 

Birthday” – clearly as Master I was already out of control of 

events and I had only been in place for a few hours! 

I mentioned that this was a great year to be Master due to 

the significant and historic events falling in my year. The first 

was Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend.  It was 

a great treat that I was able to attend the Buckingham Palace 

Garden Party with Mandy and my two eldest boys on the 

Wednesday leading up to the Jubilee Weekend. 

And what an honour it was for the Upholders Company to 

have the Warden to the Trade asked to make and install the 

thrones for the Royal Barge used in the River Pageant. With great 

pride for all involved in our Livery every television picture 

beamed to the many millions watching around the world showed 

the Queen and Prince Philip standing behind our thrones – what 

better publicity could we get for our trade? 

Following the Sunday River Pageant the Livery 

Companies were involved in laying on a luncheon for her 

Majesty the Queen as well as other members of the Royal Family 

at Westminster Hall. The Upholders were very lucky to be able to 

host a table for 12, the criteria being strict on invitees, but we 

were able to include our trade, education, youth, seniority, 

musicians and Navy links - another honour to represent the 

Livery on this great occasion. 

As Master you are only in post for one year and it might 

be tempting to tackle projects the success of which can be 

measured in your year. However The Upholders is one of the 

ancient Livery Companies in the City, tracing our roots back to 

1360, so we have taken a longer term view about change. 

However we continue to ensure that we embrace change 

and make an ancient company modern. To that end it was a 

delight that at my Installation dinner we were able to announce 

Wynne Gilham to the whole Livery as our first lady Court 

Assistant in 652 years. This was closely followed by Anne 

Chapman and Judy Tayler-Smith. It may have taken us a long 

time to make this important step, but I sincerely hope that it will 

not take us as long to make the next step of a Lady Master. 

During my year I have made it clear that I want to support 

Education as well as our links with The Royal Navy. 

The introduction of the Yeoman status in the Livery is an 

important step allowing us to continue to work with students in 

their early years having completed their courses and starting out 

in their trade. I encourage all Liverymen to promote this; it is a 

way of engaging with younger people and potentially recruiting 

new Liverymen. At the same time as recognising students we 

have used the opportunity to thank the teachers with certificates 

recognising their contribution. 

Our links with the Royal Navy continue to grow with 

submariners attending all our dinners this year. It was a great 

delight that Commander Rob Dunn OBE, CO of HMS Triumph, 

was our guest speaker at the September Court Dinner at 

Apothecaries’ Hall, but also that he was joined by several other 

officers, Petty Officers and Able Seaman from the submarine. 

I will continue during my year to strive hard to represent 

the Upholders Livery at as many events as possible. If you have 

ideas please feel free to contact me.  

Master’s Message 

Master Jerry Appleyard 
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 After a fantastic weekend of celebrations for 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, including the 

highlight for the Worshipful Company of 

Upholders with the unveiling of the Royal Thrones 

for the River Pageant, I, together with one of my students, 

Rachael Stevenson, had the honour and privilege of joining the 

Master, Malcolm Hopkins and one of his students, Sally Bell, 

and other members of the Worshipful Company of Upholders in 

attending the 

Diamond Jubilee 

Luncheon given for 

The Queen by the 

Livery Companies of 

the City of London on 

Tuesday 5th June 

2012. 

 We arrived 

early at Westminster 

Hall to be entertained 

by the National 

Children’s Orchestra 
of Great Britain 

whilst we awaited the 

arrival of  Her 

Majesty The Queen, 

The Prince of Wales, 

The Duchess of 

Cornwall, The Duke 

and Duchess of 

Cambridge and Prince 

Harry, direct from the 

Diamond Jubilee 

Service of 
Thanksgiving at St. 

Paul’s.  As we were 

sitting at one of the 

very first tables near 

the NCO we were 

very honoured to have the Queen walk past us on the way to her 

table. Rachael and I were delighted to be seated within six feet of 

the Duchess of Cambridge on the next table.  

  The Master Mercer gave a welcoming speech to all 700 

guests, followed by the Speaker to the House of Commons, John 
Bercow, saying Grace. The NCO played and entertained us for 

over five hours and were absolutely brilliant.  We had a 

wonderful lunch, sang the National Anthem and raised our 

glasses for the Loyal Toast.  Her Majesty’s Body Guard of the 

Yeomen of the 

Guard and the 

Fanfare of trumpets 

attended The Queen 

and Members of the 

Royal Family as they 

departed 

Westminster Hall for 
the open carriage 

ride through the 

streets back to 

Buckingham Palace. 

This was such a huge 

honour for us and a 

day that we will 

remember for the 

rest of our lives. 

 
See pp 8 & 12 for the 
full list of Wendy 
Shorter prizewinners, 
including Rachael 
Stevenson’s Jubilee 
Crown Chair, very 
appropriate for this 

splendid event. 

Words by Liveryman 

Wendy Shorter 

FAMU, Immediate 

Past President of the   

AMUSF and Master 

Jerry Appleyard 

Diamond Jubilee Livery Luncheon at Westminster Hall 

Left to right in the photograph are: Rachael Stevenson , Wendy Shorter Interiors student; Oliver 

Norris, youngest Liveryman; Liveryman Wendy Shorter; Master Jerry Appleyard; Sally Bell, LMU 

student; Wynne Gilham, first Upholders Lady Court Assistant; Malcolm Hopkins , Head of Dept LMU; 

Bertram Chapman, Father of the Company and Lt Pete Still RN from HMS Triumph. Also present at the 

Luncheon was Ashley Riches, our sponsored Guildhall School of Music and Drama student for 2011/12.  

The June Audit Court 

saw the creation of a new class 
of membership of our Livery. 

Yeoman of the Livery is open 

to anyone who is or has 

studied a level 3 course 

approved by the AMUSF or 

the Livery and to practising 

Upholsterers, Soft Furnishers 

& Undertakers, for up to 5 

years. The livery undertakes 

to: Provide opportunities to 

promote their work for 

example by participating in 
Flocke & Feather; Publish 

contact information and CVs 

on our website if requested; 

Support Yeomen in 

developing their career; 

Encourage Yeomen to become 
Freemen and Liverymen as 

their careers develop; Invite 

Yeomen to apply for tickets to 

two selected events.  

Anyone interested in 

applying to become a Yeoman 

should apply either via their 

course tutor or directly to the 

Clerk. There is a small annual 

fine to cover costs. 

 
Mrs S Nevard, Clerk 

Pembroke Lodge 

162 Tonbridge Road 

Hildenborough 

Kent TN11 9HP  

clerk@upholders.co.uk 

Court Assistant Tim 

Solway has championed the 

initiative to invite people to 

become a “Friend of the 

Worshipful Company of 

Upholders” to better 

understand who we are, what 

we do and how to become part 

of our Livery. Friendship 

status is intended as a way for 

people of no previous 
connection with our Livery to 

get to know us and progress to 

becoming Liverymen. Several 

people who contacted us via 

the Web and LinkedIn have 

been invited to become 

Friends and in September 

Simon Thorp attended the 

Court dinner as our first 
Upholder Friend. 

As a Friend you can: 

Enjoy the wide variety of 

Company events and attend 

one event at no charge;  Make 

new connections in the City 

through the Livery movement; 

Establish new friendships with 

Liverymen of the Upholders 

Company; Gain assistance in 

becoming a Freeman of the 

City of London.  
 Friend leaflets are 

available at all our events, or 

alternatively contact the Clerk.  

Yeoman Upholders 

Two new classes of Upholders’ Membership 
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Upholding Our Livery 

Derek Thornton, 

Junior Warden was born and 

brought up in the West Riding of 

Yorkshire. He was educated at Ermysted’s 

Grammar School, Skipton from where he 

went to University at Leicester and  read 

Physics and Maths followed by a year at 

Sheffield University. Arriving in the City 

in 1972 he joined a firm of Lloyd’s 
Insurance Brokers and has worked for 

Lloyd’s international insurance and 

reinsurance brokers ever since, currently 

chairing Market Insurance Brokers Ltd. 

Derek has a number of other business 

involvements as a consultant and non-

executive director.  

 Derek is a Past President of the 

Insurance Institute of London. He was  

founding Chairman of the London Market 

Faculty of the Chartered Insurance 

Institute, a Past Chairman of the British 

Insurance Brokers’ Association and is a 

non-underwriting Working Member of 

Lloyd’s. 
 Derek became an Upholder in 1998 

and  joined the Court in 2005. He is a 

member of Tower Ward Club, the Guild of 

Freemen and a Liveryman of the 

Worshipful Company of Insurers. 

 He is married to Teresa and they 

have three children all now in their 

twenties. They live in North East 

Hertfordshire, which was ideal when they 

kept and rode horses, but not the easiest 

commute to the City! Derek played first 

team rugby at University, Teresa played 
netball and tennis, and after many years on 

the touchline at school and club rugby and 

hockey matches and at eventing and show 

jumping arenas, they are happy to be more 

relaxed spectators and spend time with 

their two hyperactive boxer dogs.   

Born in 1944 in London and was educated at Cranleigh School, Surrey. He has been employed in 

the timber industry for almost 50 years; was Chairman of Montague L Meyer Ltd from 1979-1982 and 

Deputy Chairman & Chief Executive of Meyer International Plc from 1982-1984. At the beginning of 

1985, he left that company to form Consolidated Timber Holdings Ltd of which he is currently 

Executive Chairman. He is a non-Executive Director of Accsys Technologies Plc and is a Director of 
other companies. 

His City Livery career commenced in 1988 when he became ‘Free’ and became a Liveryman of 

the Worshipful Company of Carmen. He joined the Court in 1995 and became Master in 2008/9. He 

joined the Worshipful Company of Upholders in 1999; was Junior Warden in 2010/11 and is currently 

Senior Warden. 

His other interests involve charitable work as Chairman of the Dockland Settlements in the East 

End of London; he is also Chairman of the Old Cranleighan Society, a Governor of Cranleigh School 

and a Trustee of the Cranleigh School Foundation. His other interests in life are running, playing golf, 

watching cricket & rugby football, singing Cornish folk songs and reading extensively.  He currently 

lives in Notting Hill, London and Mullion Cove, Cornwall. He is married with two daughters. 

Upholders appoint first Lady Court Assistant 
 
 Educated at Fairlop Secondary Modern Girls’ School, further education 

at Pitman’s Business College.  Employed as a typist at The Chartered Bank of 

India, Australia and China, then as a Secretary at Helbert, Wagg & Co. (later 
Schroder Wagg) Merchant Bankers.  I left work to start a family of 2 sons and 

now have 4 grandchildren. 

 Michael and I started our own business in 1969 manufacturing and 

retailing high-class soft furnishings, upholstery, carpets and wall coverings, 

which we are still running. As a member of the Association of Master 

Upholsterers and Soft Furnishers I served as Secretary to the London Branch 

and was involved in promoting the Association at numerous Trade Exhibitions, 

Promotions and Conferences.  I was awarded the Fellowship of the Association in recognition of my services to the Industry. 

 In 1992 I became a Freeman of the Upholders’ Company and  in 2002 after gaining the Freedom of the City was given the 

honour of becoming the first Lady Liveryman of our Company. In April of this year I was invited to serve as a Court Assistant.  

During my time with the Company I have assisted in organising fund raising events for the Peter Jackson Charity and supported 
Michael during his 2 terms as Master. I am currently serving as Secretary to the Coronation Masters Escorts’ Lunch Club. 

I have also thoroughly enjoyed helping to create and decorate the Floats for 5 Lord Mayors’ Shows and participating on the day. 

My interests include ornithology, walking and train travel and I have also been involved in amateur dramatics and choral singing. I 

have a broad musical taste ranging from classical to jazz and I am a member of the Ongar Jazz Club.  I have 22 years’ experience of 

organising annual festive weekends.  I also hold the 25 year long service award for services to Scouting.   As a member of my local 

church I help with the administration and I organise Garden Fetes and Bazaars.  For the past 4 years I have helped with an Annual 

Christian Outreach Project in our local park. I am also a member of the Mothers’ Union.                                           Wynne Gilham 

Montague John (Nick) Meyer, Senior Warden 

Winifred (Wynne) Gilham FAMU 



 

Page 5 

Upholding Our Livery—Court appoints 4 new Assistants 

New Court Assistant and Honorary Archivist  

Judy Tayler-Smith - President of City Livery Club  

 I am delighted to report that I was installed as the 99th President 

on 25th October 2012 at Clothworkers’ Hall.  Past Masters Joseph 

Byllam-Barnes and Michael Gilham both held this prestigious position 

before me and I am honoured to be following them. 

 The President’s year incorporates a range of functions including 

lunches, dinners and cultural visits, and I have a wide variety of 

engaging and enjoyable events planned.  Having served in the Civic City 

in a variety of capacities over the past 24 years, I am looking forward to 

taking office and welcoming as many people as possible to my 

functions.   

 It is a particularly exciting period to be a member of the City 

Livery Club.  Following me in 2013/14 will be Alderman Neil Redcliffe; 

as our Centenary President some fantastic events are being planned, 

including a banquet with a Royal presence.  Neil will then be followed in 

2014/15 by the Late Lord Mayor, Alderman David Wootton, another 

Presidential year that we are all looking forward to greatly. The Club’s 

purpose is to uphold and strengthen the traditions of the City Civic and 

the Livery and to foster good fellowship amongst its members.  It has an 

enviable location with a splendid view across the river Thames and 

members have access to a range of facilities.  The Club continues to 

flourish and well over 100 new members have 

joined during the past 12 months. 

 CLC ‘City Face2Face’ holds lunches with 

speakers from City organisations.  PM Michael 

Gilham now runs the Wine Section and perhaps 

unsurprisingly there do seem to be a lot of 

Upholders taking part! 

 I am looking forward to being able to 

promote the Upholders at the many functions I 

will be asked to attend during my year.    

 Liverymen and Freemen of the Upholders 

are eligible for full membership of the CLC. 

Details from the Clerk, Margot Mouat, 020 7248 

0620 or clerk@cityliveryclub.com (website: www.cityliveryclub.com). 

Steven Dollond retired six years ago having been a legal 

and financial consultant working on major public transport 

projects. He began his career as an investment analyst with a firm 

of stockbrokers, then went into politics as a Conservative parlia-

mentary candidate before becoming a board member of the 

National Research Development Corporation. After that he was a 

director of Heritage Projects for a number of years. Steven was 
called to the bar at Middle Temple back in the 1970s, after 

receiving an MBA from Harvard Business School and a degree 

in PPE at Oxford.  

 Since retiring, Steven has received a diploma in diamond 

gemmology and diamond grading and will soon start work on a 

diploma in clinical hypnosis. His main recreation is foreign 
travel. As an Upholder, he encouraged the re-introduction of 

Common Hall for the election for the Master and Wardens and is 

now setting up the Emlyn Society. 

Anne Chapman 

Anne was made a Court Assistant at the June Audit Court Meeting. She is well known to many in our Livery 

having been a member of our Publicity Committee and  the Trade and Education Committee as well as 

frequently seen supporting her husband Stephen in his role as Warden to the Trade. She is a Board member of 

the well known Upholstery firm Albert E Chapman Ltd, specialising in human resources and health and safety 

and holding the National Examination Board of Occupational Safety and Health (NEBOSH) qualification in 

the latter.  Her early career was in public relations and marketing in the financial services industry. Prior to 

joining the family firm she was General Manager of  a company in the funeral side of the Upholders’ craft.  

Lee Davies 
I left school at 16 and started as a holiday temp at Dowell Lloyd where 

my father was a partner. He later bought the company outright and I started full 

time as a porter.  

After a period of time I began to concentrate on the jewellery side of the 

business, selling mainly Pawnbrokers’ unredeemed pledges and Metropolitan 

Police recovered and lost property items. At 18 years old I conducted my first 

auction and over time became the senior auctioneer for all aspects of the 

business, becoming a company Director at 23. 

My duties included organising the auction sales, dealing directly with 

clients, lotting up and valuing jewellery for auction. If needed I would also help 

out in the other areas of the business which were auctions of antique and 
household furnishings, property from the Metropolitan Police, Customs and 

Excise, UPS, DHL, Securicor and Fed Ex. 

In 1995 my father and I decided that with our jewellery and 

Pawnbroking expertise we would start a pawnbroking business. Our first store 

was in Clapham, closely followed by a branch in Camberwell. Since then we 

have opened a further 5 stores around London. During the first 10 years of 

trading I was running the pawnbroking business whilst still being heavily 

involved in the auction business. In 2005 we sold Lloyds International Auction 

Galleries to concentrate solely on OEPC Ltd.  

I enjoy spending most of my quality time with my wife and children and 

going to places of interest with them. My other 

hobbies when I have time are my classic cars and 

historic motor racing; I am hoping to compete next 

year with my 1958 Healey Frogeye Sprite. My 

other big personal interest is the Livery and what it 
represents, its importance to the City both 

historically and in the future in a global economy.  

Sadly Lee’s father Alan, who had been 

battling leukaemia, died in October shortly after 

Lee joined the Court. 

Lee Davies 

mailto:clerk@cityliveryclub.com
http://www.cityliveryclub.com
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  Anne Birtwell 

 

 

I am delighted to have become a 

Liveryman and I look forward to 

many happy days with the 

Company and meeting you all. 

I feel very honoured and 

privileged to join the Worshipful 

Company of Upholders.  

I worked in the television 

industry for 25 years and I am now 

a freelance vision mixer/director. I 

have many interests especially 

sport and the outdoor life. I am 

passionate about the welfare of 

orangutans and sunbears in Borneo 

and train volunteers from all over 

the world to protect these creatures. 

I want to help them or they will 

become extinct in the next 10 years. 

The late Alan Fowler was 

fascinated by my interest in them 

and I hope he would be proud of 

me becoming a Liveryman. 

Peter Askew  
 Born in Cornwall, early education at a Jesuit Grammar 

School and then at a tranquil Evangelical Salesian Seminary.  

Beginning in retail, moving to fast consumer goods, spending 

years in the furniture industry in Edmonton and High Wycombe, 

25 years ago became a retirement developer. Supported for 47 
years by my wife Rophena, with two children and two 

grandchildren.  Holding directorships for 42 years supported by the 

IoD for 27 years where I am a Fellow.  In 1969 became a member 

of the Institute of Marketing, now a Fellow and Chartered. 

 I serve on the Home Builders Federation Metropolitan 

Board, for the past 12 years have been Chairman of the Retired 

Housing Group.   

 I enjoy membership of the City of London Branch of the 

Royal Society of St George and the City Livery Club.  Introduced 

to the Upholders by Alan Kinsey,  I joined the Livery with the 

support of  IPM Jim Kelly and PM Christopher Hayman.   Looking 

forward to participating, contributing and serving.  

In its April meeting the Court was delighted to 

welcome as Freemen two ladies who are already well 

known to us. As almost his final act as Master, Prof 

Jim Kelly welcomed Mrs Maureen Kelly and, 

following his installation as the new Master, Jerry 

Appleyard welcomed Mrs Jill Threlfall who 

accompanied his father-in-law PM Michael Brecknell 

during his year as Master. During the Court meeting 

held at Apothecaries’ Hall in September we welcomed 

Henry Jenkinson as a Freeman of the Company. 

 

Leonard Specterman Leonard is an FCA and also a Fellow of the Institute of Directors. His interests including holding the 

current Presidency of The Rotary Club of Wembley, running educational and networking events for managers through the IoD 

Central London Branch and mentoring young people in entrepreneurship and employment skills. He has recently joined the Institute 

of Brewing and Distilling  as  accountant. Leonard has a wide range of experience, previously with his own accounting practice, 

where he worked with commercial businesses and the charity sector. Leonard is a Tottenham Hotspur  supporter. 

Upholding Our Livery—5 new Liverymen and 3 Freemen 

Karelia Scott-Daniels 

 Managing Director of high end Property Acquisition 

company Manse & Garret Property Search, based in Mayfair, 

which recently won Best Property Finder London and Best 

Property Finder UK in the UK Property Awards in 

association with Google and Bloomberg.  Karelia started her 
career in advertising and joined her mother seven years ago, 

initially sourcing property purely for developers but under 

Karelia’s leadership, and given lending conditions for 

developers, the company now deals predominantly with 

private clients buying super-prime property and property 

over £2m.  

  In her spare time, Karelia enjoys basic upholstery and 

has completely renovated an 18th Century bedroom chair and 

various headboards and bedsteads.  

Christophe Marin  
 Born in France in 1974, I was a French Junior 

Champion at 10,000m and Half-Marathon, before I came to 

London 20 years ago to train for the Olympics.   

I have been working for the last ten years for Merrill 

Lynch then Bank of America as a software developer in 

Microsoft Office Applications in their Investment Banking 

arm and then in their Finance department.   

I have already started the process of becoming British 

as I feel really at home in this country.  

I am extremely honoured to have been accepted as a 

Liveryman of the Upholders, where I hope to be useful and 
open the road for my nine year old son Nikolaï, who is 

British born and bred. 
Leonard Specterman, Peter Askew, Christophe Marin & Karelia Scott-Daniels 

 Maureen and Jim Kelly       Jill Threlfall,  Michael Brecknell, Jerry Appleyard 
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In Memoriam 
The Court has been saddened by the passing of several long-standing members and friends of the Company:  

Liveryman Andrew Cunningham; Liveryman Wendy Burgess; Liveryman Roger Vernon Dixon; Liveryman Andrew Vipond; 

Liveryman Alan Davis; Mrs Joyce Chapman (wife of PM Bert Chapman); Mrs June Hayman (wife of late PM Neville Hayman) 

Upholding Our Livery 

At the Audit Court  it was decided to follow the practice of a number of other Liveries and  introduce fines to increase our charitable 

funds.  So from now on  Liverymen who  attend functions ‘improperly dressed’, ie without their badge will be prompted to make a 

donation. Badgeless Court Assistant Tim Solway promptly and sportingly paid £20 having just voted in favour of this proposal. 

Fine Introduced 

for  

Missing Badge  

Liveryman’s Badge Court Assistant’s Badge Past Master’s Badge Court Officers’ Badge 

If ever there was a more apt 

page heading I don’t know what it 

could be. Jean Cody kept the 

Upholders running from 1998 until 

earlier this year. 

 James Cody became our 

Honorary Clerk in that year. However 

it is no secret that Jean created much of 

the Clerk’s role as we know it today. 

She was clothed in the Livery in 

January 2003 and succeeded James as 

Clerk from May 2003 until April 2012.  

 Although many in our Livery 

know Jean as a friendly face, her 

encyclopaedic knowledge of people, 

protocol and etiquette is often 

overlooked. Yet it is this valuable 

information that has enabled our 

Livery to flourish, and guided the 14 

Masters she has seen in office. For 

Masters come and go but Clerks 

remain constant. The Court were 

therefore very pleased that Jean 

accepted the Clerk Emeritus role and 

continues to represent us in the City. 

 

Richard Nevard, Past Master 2008-9 

Wo. Co. Upholders Income 
Percentage of Members 

Contributing 

Some information on our Livery Membership 
The Membership Committee on behalf of the Court is reviewing the classes of membership and their contribution to the finances of 

the Company.  Some of the facts before the Court are given below and Liverymen and Freemen might like to contribute to this 

debate by writing to the Master c/o the Clerk. 

As anyone with investments knows, investment returns have fallen, so the returns from pre-1996 life fines contribute significantly 

less than the quarterage newer Liverymen pay. The left hand chart shows the sources of the Livery’s income last year, when the 

return on our investments contributed 30% of income. Our running costs including charity donations equated to £220 per member 

(Liverymen & Freemen & others) and postage & printing alone costs £15 per member. The chart below right shows who pays and 

you can see that 32% of the membership do not make an annual contribution to our running costs.  

Jean Cody, 

Clerk Emeritus 

Mrs J Cody receiving a goblet from the IPM 
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This year’s Students’ Show and Presentation Day on Saturday 21st July was attended by the most visitors we have ever had.  

Earlier this year we expanded our premises in order to offer a greater range of courses.  This means I have employed two more 

members of staff to join Tricia and myself; Louise Boyland and Liz Alsop.  A fantastic group of students have made this a fabulous 

year with some really great work. 

The Master of the Worshipful Company of Upholders, Jerry Appleyard, joined us to present the students with their 
certificates, hot-footing it, literally, from a 100 mile four day sponsored march through Holland in aid of the Neville Hayman 

Charity.  Despite having very sore feet, he also presented prizes on behalf of one of our prize sponsors, Bute Fabrics, who were 

unable to attend on the day. 

We are very fortunate that three industry suppliers sponsor prizes:  Heico Fasteners UK 

sponsor the Creative Design Competition and our students were fortunate to win all 3 prizes.  

The students’ work was exhibited at the Furniture Show at the NEC in Birmingham earlier 

this year. Bute Fabrics sponsor modern upholstery and Kobe Fabrics UK sponsor traditional 

Upholding the Craft of the Upholsterer 

upholstery prizes. 

My staff and I were also 
honoured to receive 

Centre of Excellence 

certificates from the Worshipful Company of 

Upholders in recognition of the work that we 

do here in training the next generation of 

upholsterers and soft furnishers. 

 

By Wendy Shorter FAMU  

 

Prize Winners: 

Heico – 1st Rachael Stevenson - 

Crown chair, Runners-up – Tracey 

Douglas - Post Card chair & Steve 

Blake - Toaster chair. 
Bute Fabrics - Modern Upholstery: 1st prize – Tracey 

Douglas – Postcard chair, 2nd prize – Steve Blake - 

Toaster chair, 3rd prize – Alison Hill – Jacket chair. 

Kobe Fabrics – Traditional Upholstery: Level 2 

winners – Pauline Craze & Jo Dawes, Level 3 

winners – Rachael Stevenson & Ellie Hunt. 

Sir John Cass Department, London Metropolitan University Awards 

Wendy Shorter Interiors Awards 

By Malcolm Hopkins, Course Organiser Upholstery  

It was with great pleasure and privilege that I hosted the 

21st Annual Upholders’ Furniture Awards at the London Metro-

politan University. 

This splendid event as in previous years was in so many 
ways the pinnacle of this years’ successes within the Furniture 

and Design section. The students have been involved in a variety 

of exhibitions and other events such as Design Interiors at the 

NEC, New designers and of course the Upholders’ Flocke & 

Feather event to name but a few. 

During the evening, we had the pleasure of seeing the 

award winning students receive their awards for the outstanding 

achievement, dedication, determination and the energy to reach 

the highest standard that they achieved over the past year. They 

are not only representing themselves but also their peers. 

The awards have highlighted the outstanding work of 

many students, encompassing a variety of skills and disciplines, 
covering such subjects as restoration, furniture making, soft 

furnishing and of course upholstery.  It came as no surprise to the 

staff when Warden to the Trade Stephen Chapman said; “The 

judges have once again had a difficult time in choosing the final 

recipients.” This is when the teaching staff know that ALL their 

students have worked so hard over the past year. 

 It was a great surprise to all when the Master announced 

that the Upholders were very pleased this year to recognise the 

staff with Certificates of Excellence “in recognition of 

outstanding contribution in training and education.” Those who 

were not members of the Company were made Honorary 

Yeomen. I know I speak for all of my colleagues when I say we 

really are very grateful for the recognition you have given us, and 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking both present and 

Past Masters, especially Prof. Jim Kelly, for the recognition they 

have bestowed on the staff at these awards. The staff who 

received the awards are: Upholstery: Matthew Gates, Alex 

Law, Malcolm Hopkins; Soft Furnishing: Jacqui Wasef, 

Margaret Loughran.   
 In conclusion I would like to express my thanks to the 

Upholders, judges and others who have recognised the 

outstanding work  produced by the students and my fellow 

colleagues, who made this a very special night. Long may this 

association and collaboration continue.  

 
Award winners: Modern & Traditional Upholstery: Advanced-

1st Lisa Edwards, 2nd Polly Bell, HC Elizabeth Summerskill. 

Intermediate 1st Yvonne Anderson, 2nd Sally Mollett, HC 

Emma Horn. Soft furnishing – Advanced 1st = Nicola Lloyd & 

Jennifer Yoon. Part 1 – 1st Shelagh Shipley, 2nd Sally Bell, HC 

Mikiko Nada. Derek Austin Awards - Furniture Making 1st 

Mona Tripp, Adam Turnbull. Conservation & Restoration 1st 

= Sarah Bone & Rosanna Bright.  

P
o
lly

 B
ell 

N
ico

la L
lo

y
d

 

The Master & Malcolm Hopkins 

Ellie Hunt Rachael Stevenson 

Tracey Douglas 
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HMS Triumph  

Before leaving the boat  Cdr Rob Dunn OBE wrote of his  

experiences in this command. The boat has been very busy  in the 

last 18  months seeing the longest continuous operational tour of 

any Royal Navy vessel. It was deployed first to  the 

Mediterranean and 

then hosted the 

“Perisher” submarine 

command course  

which was later shown 

on TV. After this at 

extremely short notice  

the boat conducted 

strike operations  in 

support of the UN 

resolution on  Libya. 

When not firing mis-

siles the submarine’s 

inherent stealth was 

exploited as the 

forwardmost NATO 

maritime asset. It is 

probably not since 

WWII that a submarine 

has operated so close to such a determined and dangerous force. 

In all the crew spent 101 very hard days at sea to complete their 

mission, operating in very dangerous conditions.  Last October 

the boat sailed from Devonport, after a stopover in Crete. The 

boat transited the Suez Canal,  one of the busiest shipping lanes 

in the world, after which it made port in Fujairah with a chance 

for the crew to re-charge their batteries before going on 

operations. A two week stopover in Bahrain before Christmas 

turned out to be surprisingly busy and both the Crown Prince of 

Bahrain and the Earl of Wessex came aboard for a tour and to 

meet the crew. In the 

New Year the boat 

sailed once again 

through the Straits of 

Hormuz  to exercise 

with warships of 

various navies.  In 

August  she returned 

home after 10 months’ 

deployment and Cdr 

Dunn left for a shore 

job in Squadron HQ. 

He has been able to 

attend several events 

recently, including our 

September Court 

meeting when he was 

guest speaker, pictured 

in the Loving Cup 

ceremony with the Master. Cdr Dan Clarke RN is the new 

Captain of HMS Triumph. We wish him and the crew good luck 

and know they will exemplify the highest standards of the Royal 

Navy whatever duties they are called upon to perform. 

TS Upholder Update 

  The most important event over the 

last year was the 70th anniversary 

celebration. This included a well-attended 
and successful meal and social evening 

held at Essex County Cricket Club. On 

28th May 2012, the date of the 

anniversary, a celebration and presentation 

evening was held. The unit was pleased to 

welcome some of the most senior ex 

Cadets and staff; one, ex Cadet Denis 

Snow, was one of the original Cadets when 

the unit opened 70 years ago. The guest of 

honour for the evening was Charlie  

 

Pitcher; Charlie described himself to the 

Cadets as “enjoying messing about on the 

water.” We were all impressed to learn that 

his ‘messing about’ has involved rowing 
single handed across the Atlantic, a feat 

that he intends to repeat in an attempt to 

gain the World as well as British record for 

the quickest crossing. At the recent AGM 

John Freemantle took over as the UMT 

Chair from Ken Baptist.  Since last year 

CPO Alec Mason has been confirmed as 

Commanding Officer.  Ken said there will 

be some hard decisions to be made over 

the coming months: in support of the CO 

over staffing issues, with the council over 

relocation and with fund raising for that 
relocation. Current unit strength is 51 

Cadets and 20 staff including two new 

female staff recently joined on probation 

from units in the Eastern area; they both 

have both qualifications that will be a 

bonus to the unit.  

 For some time the unit has had the 

threat of relocation as the council want to 

develop the area along the river  that 

includes their HQ.  Despite this the council 

at this time are not offering to cover any 
costs even though earlier discussion had 

indicated the building shell might be  

 

funded. The unit are still hoping that ARU 

will use the new building as a student 

project. Alec noted during a visit that the 

original bell from HMS Upholder is in the 
Chelmsford City Council chambers. 

 

Recent activities have included: 

 12 Cadets and one staff member going 

on a Marine weekend. 

 A night at the fire station for the Cadets 

 At the swimming gala in October we 

did really well and gained 2nd overall. 

We won 8 medals and won almost all 

the boys’ competition. 

 The large river clean with the Council 

where about 20 Cadets and 9 staff 

turned out. 

 Some Marine Cadets went to Waltham 

Forest unit to do their weapons 

handling test.  

 Four staff and 16 Cadets went on the 

affiliates’ day on board HMS 

Illustrious.  

 www.sea-cadets.org/chelmsford  

Naval Links 
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Upholding Our Charities 

Master’s March 
The 4 day march was set 

up in Nijmegen Holland in 1903 

to provide exercise for the 

Dutch armed forces. Since then 

it has grown and has become an 

annual event in which both 

military personnel and civilians 

participate. I decided to join the 

participants this year in order to 

raise money for the Neville 

Hayman Charity.  The first 
morning was not fun with the 

03.30 get up time and horizontal 

rain.  After  2 days my blog read 

“80 km so far in 2 days but feet are 

very stiff”. The atmosphere the following day 

was  absolutely amazing; at 05.15 the streets are packed 10 deep 

with crowds cheering you on, most appear to have beer in their 

hands! 

I hardly met any British people but made friends with 

some Dutch and Swedish people, and 

blagged my way into the British 

military resting point! From the blog; 

“Hills tomorrow, not sure what they 

are in Holland but will continue - 
hopefully.” 

The picture shows the end of day 4 

having got my medal – promoting the 

Navy, with Submarines on my back . 

You can imagine as a Marine how 

much this pained me...  

 
The Editor writes: 
However for our Master this was not the 
end. On day 5 he roused himself at 5am  
and drove himself, via the Channel 

Tunnel, direct to the Wendy Shorter Awards Ceremony 
(Page 8). The picture (right) tells its 
own story. If you wish to add to the 
Master's fund  please send cheques 
to the Clerk, payable to: Neville 
Hayman Charity. 

 

Hampton Hill Junior School 

Choir entertain at Installation 

‘Gemini’ -  Benjamin and Peter Morrell, 

entertained us at the September Court 

Chloë Treharne,  

our new GSMD student 
Chloë is a young British Mezzo-Soprano 

working towards a BMus(Hons) degree at 

the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.  

She has recently been accepted onto the 

Masters programme at the Guildhall School, 

where she is thrilled to be continuing her 
studies next year. Chloë says: “I take the 

course very seriously because I cannot 

imagine myself pursuing any other career 

than singing, and the opportunity to 

continue studying at the Guildhall School 

brings me one step closer to achieving that.”  

Chloë’s grant comes from the Peter Jackson 

charity. 

 

 

 

Meet our Young Performers of 2012 

This year the Master is supporting young people in 

education and at the start of their career. He is 

pictured with the Mistress Mandy Appleyard,   

Assistant Head at Hampton Hill. 
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PM Richard Nevard with Cats’ Whiskers 2009 Past Masters’ Association 

Lord Mayor Alderman Roger Gifford 

The new Lord Mayor took office on November 9th in the Silent Ceremony in Guildhall witnessed by our 

Master and Clerk. A number of Upholders were spotted in the City the following day (see photographs). 

Ald. Gifford is the first Lord Mayor since 2004 to have made his career in banking and said “At this time 

of economic uncertainty, the City’s role in our  society needs to be seen in perspective—and that needs 

rebalancing. London is a global centre of philanthropy and the City’s massive contribution to the economy 

and, for instance, the arts is well worth shouting about.”  

The theme for the Lord Mayor’s Appeal this year is “The City in Society” and the Upholders intend to take 

a full part in this, particularly linking to the Liveries’ Wood Group and  fund raising for Epping Forest. The 

Cats’ Whiskers Past Masters’ Association are also proud to support the Lady Mayoress, Clare Gifford’s 

children’s book “Dick Whittington” which is on sale  in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal. For details of 

how to buy this and support fund raising events www.thelordmayorsappeal.org. 

Court Assistant & Hon Archivist Judy Tayler-Smith, 

President City Livery Club  

Upholding the City 

Sheriffs elected 

The annual election of two City of London Sheriffs took place on Monday 25 June at 

Guildhall. Alderman Jeffrey Evans (left, Ward of Cheap) and Nigel Pullman (right) 

were elected then admitted into office on Friday 28 September ready to preside at the 

Election of the Lord Mayor. The Upholders were honoured to hear Sheriff Nigel 

Pullman speak at our annual Mansion House Banquet, his first solo engagement after 

taking office. Nigel served in the Army before joining the Financial Times. He  was 

clerk to the World Traders 1997-2008 and Master Leatherseller 2010-11 and serves on the Livery Committee running the 

City Briefings for Liverymen, Court and Future Masters.  Ald. Evans is Past Prime Warden of the Worshipful Company of 

Shipwrights and also a Liveryman of the Goldsmiths and World Traders. His career is in international ship broking.  

Livery Committee Courses and dates for 2013 

From the Clerk: 

May I encourage any Liveryman or Freeman who has not yet 

attended one of the City Briefings organised by the Livery 

Committee, to do so? The meetings are held at Guildhall  four 

times a year in the early evening, providing an overview of the 

work of the City of London Corporation and the relationship 

with the Livery Companies. Partners are welcome to attend, 

and cost per person is £10. City Briefing dates for 2013 are: 

Wednesday 20 Feb,  Wednesday 1 May 

 Monday 14 October, Monday 4 November 

 

Also invaluable to those progressing through the Company is 

the Wardens and Court Assistants City Course, to learn how 

the financial and civic City works. This is a day course, costing 

£50, running on Thursday 26 September 2013. 

 

Booking for all courses is via the website 

www.liverycommitteecourses.org 
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Upholding the Craft of the Upholsterer 

Second Annual Flocke & Feather Exhibition and Charity Auction by Virginia Tuck 

 Upholstery students from London Metropolitan University exhibited their work at the second annual Flocke and Feather 

charity event held by The Worshipful Company of Upholders at Butchers’ Hall in the City of London on 5th March. 

 Chairs and stools upholstered by London Met. students were exhibited alongside the work of professional upholsterers and 

many of the students’ pieces were sold at the charity auction following the exhibition.  

 Two intermediate level exhibiting students, Linda Stevens and Virginia Tuck, also attended the Flocke & Feather 

Supper.  Val Thompson, an advanced level student at London Met. demonstrated her upholstery skills during the day as well as 

displaying some of her finished work. 

 Commenting after the exhibition, Virginia Tuck said:  “All the students who participated in the Flocke & Feather event 

benefited from the experience of undertaking this additional upholstery project.  The fact we were able to produce work worthy of 

being exhibited in only the second term of our course proves just how excellent the tuition is that we receive from Malcolm 

Hopkins and his colleagues at London Met. 

 It was exciting to see our work on display in the Flocke & Feather exhibition at such a prestigious venue and I was 

delighted that the dining chair I upholstered for the event reached a good price in the charity auction.  

Linda Stevens and I received a very warm welcome from members of the Livery at the Flocke & Feather Supper.  It was 

interesting to learn more about the Livery Company’s work and traditions and the way in which London Metropolitan University 

works with The Worshipful Company of Upholders for their mutual benefit.” 

Thrones for Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Royal Barge   

The Thrones and banquette were made by our Warden to the Trade’s company Albert E 

Chapman Ltd and the Worshipful Company of Upholders sponsored the furnishing trimmings.  It proved to be 

a challenging project with tight time schedules. Stephen Chapman was himself completing the assembly only 

hours before Her Majesty the Queen arrived. 

Several members of the Liveries’ Wood Group contributed to the ensemble. The Worshipful Company 

of Turners made the finials which were decorated under the watchful eye of  the  Company of Arts Scholars. 

Many Liverymen had the opportunity to see the Thrones close up at the Wizardry in Wood Exhibition held by 

the Turners’ Company in Carpenters’ Hall in October.  

The Upholders Company wishes to commend the dedicated teamwork of all employees at Albert E 

Chapman as they worked to complete this project. 

For more information see: 

www.upholders.co.uk 
© Worshipful Company of Upholders 
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