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Upholder News   
 

The Marketing and Communications Committee  

Newsletter Issue 6, Summer 2021 

The Master’s first official City event was on Tuesday 22nd June. Livery Masters robed then processed 

from Apothecaries’ Hall to St. Paul’s Cathedral for the Lord Mayor’s Service of Reflection and Hope, a 

beautiful service with the Masters all socially distanced in accordance with Covid restrictions. 

Thursday 24th June was the date for Common Hall and the Election of the Sheriffs at the Guildhall.  The 

day started with a Masters’ Breakfast hosted by Mark Grove of The 

Cook and The Butler at the 

Guildhall Club.  The Master 

writes: “At 10.30am we entered 

the Guildhall to be seated two 
metres apart in good time for the 

election, Honorary Liveryman 

Alderman Alison Gowman being 

one of the two Aldermanic 

Shrieval candidates this year.  As 
these were uncontested elections, 

both Alison and Alderman 

Nicholas Lyons were elected.  The 

ceremony was a much more pared 

down event due to the Covid 

restrictions still being in place, 
with only Livery Masters present.  

We send Alison our heartfelt 

congratulations and look forward 

to working with her during her 

Shrieval Year. 

A lunch followed in the Guildhall Club with other Livery Masters, hosted by the Master Chartered 

Accountant.  No sooner had we sat down to lunch than the fire alarms went off and we were all marched 

down four flights of stairs to wait on the pavement until the all-clear was given, where we then had to 

walk back up four flights of stairs.  By that time, we were all ready for our lunch! 

At 3pm I watched The Lord Mayor and Major General Celia 

Harvey take the salute in Guildhall Yard for the City’s  
Armed Forces Day celebrating the tireless work of the men 

and women of our Armed Forces, serving in the UK or 

around the world.  Sadly, an elderly gentleman and an 

airman from the RAF collapsed due to the humidity, but 

both recovered after being attended to. Later, Steve and our 
daughter Louise joined me and members of the Upholders’ 

History Society on a guided walk along the pedways of the 

City.  We started at the Museum of London, our Guide took 

us along part of the old Roman Wall, past the back of the 

Guildhall and through Cripplegate Ward before an 

enjoyable dinner at Davys at Plantation Place.” 

The Master now faces a busy few weeks with her students 

completing work ready for the AMUSF verifier’s visit on 21st July, just in time for her Students’ Show 

and Presentation Day on Saturday 24 July—which fingers crossed can be held without restrictions! 

An eventful week in the life of the Master emerging from the pandemic... 

Shrieval election, Covid style   
Masters’ Procession 
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Welcome to new Clerk Rosemary Selfe 

Rosemary started with us on 17th May, the very auspicious day we were allowed indoor 
visits again following the long winter lockdown. Marketing & Comms Chairman Rob 

Ward spoke with her about her first impressions after just a few weeks in the job. 

Tell us a little about yourself 
 
I am a professional hotelier having held the position of 
Executive Housekeeper at the London Hilton on Park Lane for 
ten years and as House Manager at The Sloane Club, Chelsea for 
twenty-five years.  I am married to David who is Head of 
Finance at The East India Club, St James’s Square, and have 
three grown up stepdaughters.  David and I live in Chipstead in 
Surrey with our two cocker spaniels, Zöe and Truffle. 
 
In my spare time I keep busy with several village organisations – 
The Flower Show now in its 112th year, The Arts Society 
Chipstead and The Chipstead Village Preservation Society.  I am 
passionate about keeping village communities together and 
believe that by following your own interests you become a more 
rounded and developed person.  I find this helps when working 
with others to solve problems for the benefit of all concerned.  I 

have always relished a challenge!  I also enjoy walking, theatre and interior design. 
 
What does the role of Clerk entail? 
 
I am thrilled at having been offered the position of Clerk to The Worshipful Company of Upholders and I 
am very much looking forward to a long and happy term of office.   The Clerk, I understand, is supposed to 
have the answer to everything and I have much to learn regarding the protocol of The City and Livery 
custom and practice.  I am, however, extremely fortunate in having an excellent mentor in Susan Nevard 
who has been patient, kind and wonderfully organised and who really does know the answer to everything! 
 
The Clerk is the constant and effectively runs the day-to-day management of the Company.  I shall be 
keeping records of the various committees and maintain the links with other City, Educational, Naval and 
Trade organisations.  
 
I believe the role of Clerk to be a way of life similar in involvement and detail to my former role at The 
Sloane Club, a private members’ Club.  Both encompass promotion of the Company, effective 
administration, organisation of events, and hostmanship. 
 
 Our Livery has over 650 years of history.  Do you think that this will be a boon or a bane for you? 
 
You cannot possibly dismiss 650 years of history!  When one joins a Livery Company, part of the attraction 
surely is its history, tradition and ceremony, and learning all about The City and its ancient ways.  I am 
enthusiastic about these things and have a strong sense of duty and belonging.  I hope that I can pass this on 
to those yet to become Liverymen. 
 
Whilst the origins of the Upholders Livery are ancient, its aims in today’s world follow those of 600 years 
ago in supporting its trade, education and training, offering support to charities and individuals, as well as 
maintaining standards.  It is important to me that these values continue, and the Livery thrives with its 
wealth of experience, to make a real difference to all whose lives it touches in the future. 
 
This will be a new career for you, so what are you looking forward to? 
 
I am looking forward to supporting the Master, Wardens, Court Assistants, Liverymen and Freemen and to 
organising some memorable events and dinners both in the magnificent Livery Halls and elsewhere.  
Everyone tells me that the Upholders is a very friendly Company and I have found that to be the case from 
the welcome and support I have received since starting in the role.  I am very much looking forward to 
getting to know the members of the Company. 
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I am looking forward to learning more about The City, its history, its ceremonial and its architecture with 
its corporate skyscrapers towering above the historic buildings and medieval alleyways below.  Gazing up 
at these skyscrapers, I am in constant awe at how all these buildings fit together like a giant jigsaw puzzle.   
I am very excited to be witnessing the ancient right of the Freemen of the City to drive sheep over 
Southwark Bridge in September and to taking part in the Lord Mayor’s Show in November.   
 
It is a huge privilege to be part of The Worshipful Company of Upholders and I am much looking forward 
to the friendship and learning that the role brings.  
 

Kirsty Lockwood  
Following an early career as an army officer, Kirsty retrained as an upholsterer, working at 
Windsor Castle before setting up her own upholstery and soft furnishing business. She is 
therefore familiar and comfortable with ceremony and tradition and is a practitioner in one of 
our Trades. 

Kirsty’s sponsors are Assistant Steve Gardner and Senior Warden Jackie Williams. 

 

Ridade Stardust 

Ridade Stardust was introduced by SW Jackie Williams. She is an artist and illustrator, and 
her husband is a Marketor, so she is familiar with the business of the Livery. Ridade’s second 
sponsor is Steve Gardner. 

 

Michelle Low 
Michelle has a background in IT but has retrained as an Upholsterer, recently starting her 
own business in the Horsham area. Steve Gardner has got to know her through having 
provided some business mentoring. Michelle has never forgotten that the Upholders awarded 
her a commendation for her upholstered chair in her 2nd year of her AMUSF study. Michelle’s 
sponsors are Steve Gardner and the Master. 

 

All three candidates have expressed an interest in progressing to the Livery, so we look 
forward to welcoming them more formally in the next printed issue of Upbraid.  

 

Father of the Company Alan Kinsey reprised his former role as provisioner of 

regalia to the Company by presenting an attractive badge to the Master at the 

recent Audit Court to be worn by the person in the role.  

And at the dinner following, produced to perfection by The 

Cook and The Butler 

at Watermen’s Hall, 

the Master was 

delighted to present 

the badge to Alan. He 

is pictured here with 

Honorary Liveryman 

Alderman Alison 

Gowman. 

Welcome to our three new Freemen 

Father of the Company presents badge to ‘complete the set’ 
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At the Audit Court meeting at Watermen’s Hall on 10 June memories were recounted of, and a 
minute’s silence was held for departed Liverymen 

 
LIVERYMAN JOHN CHARLES HASELL  
John Hasell, a Liveryman who was clothed in 1982, died suddenly and peacefully on Tuesday 20 April 
2021. He was born in July 1946 and his sponsors were Teddy Graham and Ulicke J Burke. He was just 
beginning his 40th year in the Livery, having joined in 1982. In 1989 he moved to North Cornwall where 
he ran a practice as a chartered accountant. 
In addition to his widow Penelope, John also leaves behind two sons and two grandchildren. 
 
JEAN ROSEMARY CODY, Clerk 2003-2012 
Reminiscences of Jean given by Past Master Christopher Hayman:  
Jean was born the day after Christopher, and the two used to laugh that their parents both reported having 
received an extra sack of coal to mark the birth of a new baby. Jean Cuff was born in Rotherhithe and 
spent the majority of her childhood in Southwark and Bermondsey. By the age of 12 she was a tap and 
ballet dancer and an acrobat. At the age of 14 she decided to do a paper round and with the help of her 
father, carried on delivering papers all through the long harsh winter of 1962-63, when the Thames froze 
over. In the summer Jean used to go hop picking in Kent with her parents, and Marion, a childhood friend 
from those times, later introduced her to James Cody, a very attractive young man since he was the owner 
of a 500cc BSA motorbike. They were married on 7 August 1965 in St Crispians-with-Christ Church in 
Southwark. Only a year later she met Joyce Milne, her lifelong friend who helped Jean with preparations 
for and attended many Upholders dinners.  
 
James and Jean had 2 sons, Andrew and Ian, and a daughter Nichola. James created Kenwin Engineering 
Supplies in March 1965 and Jean became a Company Director from 1977 to 2009. Jean was clothed in the 
Livery in January 2003, becoming the second lady Liveryman of the Upholders, and within a short while 
was persuaded to become the Company’s first paid, and first lady Clerk, continuing until April 2012. Jean 
supported James throughout his Master’s year, during which time his health was in decline. Jean was a 
fantastic Clerk and incredible example for our current Clerk to follow. She was an exceptional friend to 
many Upholders and to the Livery; an energetic and personable Clerk, a great organiser, very 
accommodating to those who were late with applications and someone who was highly respected by other 
Clerks in the City of London. She was pleased when the Company awarded her Clerk Emerita. 
 
Jean was involved in City life, with memberships of the City Livery Club, the Royal Society of St 
George, Castle Baynard Ward Club, and through the latter, of the United Wards Club. She was also a 
supporter of the Kent Branch events of the AMUSF. 
 
Later in life she returned to her original love of dance, enjoying Scottish country dancing and 
subsequently, English Folk dancing. Despite being gravely ill, even in the final weeks of her life, Joyce 
said Jean never complained and never lost her positive view on life. 
 
NIGEL JOHN LINSTEAD  
Nigel passed away on 5th May. He was a chartered surveyor and head of a construction company.  

He became a an Upholder in 1985 and  was also Master Pattenmaker in 2002 when Ray Usher, a family 
friend, was Master Upholder. 

He is fondly remembered by Past Master Antony Usher who gave an obituary to the Court. 

ALDERMAN SIR ROGER GIFFORD passed away on 25 May, aged only 65.  

Sir Roger Gifford served as the 685th Lord Mayor of London from 2012-13; Upholders remember his 
Lord Mayor’s Tree Party at Mansion House. He was a liveryman of the Worshipful Companies of 
Musicians, Master (2016-2017), Cordwainers and Security Professionals, the Worshipful Company of 
International Bankers, Master (2010–11) and was sponsoring Alderman for the Guild of Public Relations 
Practitioners. Sir Roger was an accomplished musician on instruments including the recorder and together 
with Dr Clare Taylor, Lady Gifford, set up the City Music Foundation providing performance 
opportunities for young musicians starting out on their careers. 

Obituaries  
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Upholder celebrates 35 years in the City 

This month Past Master Judy Tayler-Smith is 

celebrating her 35th Anniversary of serving the City of 

London! She began working for the Corporation of London in 

June 1986 (to October 2002), received the ‘Freedom of the City of 

London’ from her employers in 1996 and joined numerous City 

organisations (not-for-profit or charitable in status). In some of 

these organisations she went on to hold Masterships, 

Chairmanships and Presidencies, but in all of them she has 

supported, served and helped with their operational and 

charitable activities. Judy says that the time has flown by very 

quickly and recently she found a programme and pour memoire 

from her very first ‘posh’ event in Guildhall attended by the then 

Lord Mayor, The Right Hon. Sir Allan Davis GBE on 2nd October 

1986. She states that It’s still hard to believe that she has served 

35 years.…Some people might say, you get less for murder! 

 

Even without the background of being an Upholder, many of us are 

familiar with the terms ‘mohair’, ‘tweed’, ‘tapestry’, ‘baize’, ‘fleece’ and 

‘felt’ as being types of wool cloth. In her presentation, the Master not 

only explained their history—’tapestry’ from ‘tapis’ or carpet or 

covering— but also showed us modern upholstery examples, such as 

an elegant Harris tweed chair made from 3 repurposed jackets! But 

had we heard of Turkeywork, a knotted and cut pile furnishing fabric 

made in a similar way to carpets from that country, produced in 

England from 16th-mid-18th C? Or Broadcloth produced by A W 

Hainsworth, used for the Woolsack in the House of Lords, pictured 

here, and for many military uniforms?  

 

Wendy’s talk extolled the excellent natural properties of wool for upholstery, being hard wearing, warm 

and fire resistant, making it suitable for use as underlying barrier cloths, and reminded us of the 

Furniture & Furnishings (Fire Safety) regulations 1988 which the Training Centres are currently helping 

to update. The fact wool will stretch in all directions makes it ideal for post 1950s egg/ bowl chairs too. 

Wool can feature in the recycling process as a first or second stuffing in upholstery, often referred to as 

‘shoddy’. 

 

Romney Tweed is a name all Upholders will hear more about in the future; it is championed by our Hon 

Liveryman Alison Gowman, also Peter Hullah, under-warden of the Woolmen’s Company. Alison has had 

a personalised tartan designed in Romney Tweed, and there will be a stall at the Livery Fair associated 

with the Sheep Drive on 26 September, courtesy of the Clothworkers’ Company. 

 

Wendy brought all her 

passion for fabrics and 

upholstery to her zoom 

presentation, and it 

was very much enjoyed 

by the 18 other 

Upholders who 

attended. 

Clerk S Nevard 

Master Upholder’s talk to the Woolmen’s Company, 31/3 

Judy with the late Sir Roger Gifford, 

Lord Mayor 2012-13 
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Upholders and AMUSF Awards online at the School of Art, 

Architecture and Design, London Metropolitan University, 

29 May 2021 

In her introduction the Master said she was delighted to be presenting the Upholders 

Awards, recalling that in the mid-1990s she herself had won a prize as a London Met 

student, under the tutorship of the late Ernie Spratling. The Master thanked and 

congratulated staff and students on having persevered during a very difficult year, 

wishing the students long and successful careers in upholstery.  

Head of Design Chris Emmett also thanked the teaching staff, saying that training is 

an investment in the future and is a symbol of hope and confidence that we will all get 

through this difficult time. The skills learnt will be of lasting value and are an 

indication of the massive appetite for making there is at the moment. He hoped that 

upholstery skills could thus come to find a much wider audience. 

Upholstery course leader Rachael South has had a difficult first year (and coped 

exceptionally well with the technical difficulties of putting on the event online, 

including a missing AMUSF President) but was very pleased to be able to resume face 

to face teaching in March. She thanked tutors Franco, Louise, Matt and Vanessa, and 

also Emma, the technician who set up the workspaces to be Covid-safe, for being 

willing to return to teaching since learning upholstery does not transfer so well online.  

 

Although Franco had stepped aside, he left the department running very smoothly and 

Rachael expressed her appreciation to him. The students had worked hard to complete 

their qualification. She also thanked the Livery assessors for the continued support 

and for keeping standards high. 

Stage 2 prize winning traditional nursing chairs 

1st George Connoley            Commended Sophie Howlett      2nd Marie Claire de Boer 
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Upholders, AMUSF, Heico and Hille awards cont’d 

Malcolm Hopkins presented the Margaret Johnson award to Stage One students, saying the 

work cannot show all the preparation exercises which lead up to the final piece; in upholstery 

everything is happening on the inside, and the amount of work involved cannot be 

underestimated. 

Past AMUSF President Bob Bishton presented a new Award, the Les Beagen award. He had 

met Les in the late 1980s when he served on the Council of the AMUSF. Les served a 7-year 

apprenticeship in his home town of Colchester and set up his own business in 1938. He 

became involved with the AMU when Doris Fisher was secretary, and together they became 

champions of the upholstery trade.  

Les left a small legacy to reward students who went the extra mile to think round a problem 

and succeed sometimes against the odds. 

There was a modern upholstery award based upon a classic Robin Day chair made by Hille 

Furniture, not the easiest chair to upholster given its contours and detail.  

 

 

The Heico award, presented by Stuart Elmy, showed students’ innovative use of the 

company’s trimmings and is always popular. Details are sent to all Training Centres teaching 

the AMUSF syllabus; students produce a mood board and the judges choose which chairs 

they would like to see made. The 2021 winner of the career relevant prize was Eva Hawkins 

from the LMU with a chair that converts into a theatre. Her winning design will be showcased 

at the January 2022 Furniture Show.  

Franco Marinelli thanked the sponsors, staff, Rachael and team and the front line tutors. 

Finally, Head of School Anne Markey expressed her admiration for the dedication and hard 

work of the students on completing what is a very physical course, her thanks to the Master 

and the Upholders Company for their continuing support and generous sponsorship, and to 

the AMUSF for their validation of the courses and enabling the LMU to make a very 

professional offer to their students.         S Nevard 

       Stage 3 prize winning traditional armchairs          Commended 

            1st Rachel Atkin        2nd Marnie Greenrod   Anna Sofia Jarnfors 
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 Upholding Livery—History Society Walk 24.6.21 

 

In our first outing for many months eighteen Upholders and guests gathered in the early 

evening outside the Museum of London to be led expertly by London Guide John Kay Steel on 

an exploration of the City’s Pedways. These are urban footpaths raised way above street level, 

where in a post blitz reconstruction, architect William Holford in 1947 helped propose a utopia 

of streamlined paths and bridges away from the car-choked streets below and connecting the 

financial hubs of the square mile.  

Whist many of the Pedways were never built, others that were, 

became unpopular as they were dark and uninviting. However, 

areas have been reinvented as green walls, timber clad railings 

and benches and form part of new plans to reinvigorate the 

concept in a greener way. 

Our walk encompassed views of the ancient and modern city, 

from the Roman fort at Aldersgate 

exposed following war clearance, 

and numerous glances of Roman 

wall to the splendid juxta position 

at Wood Street of Rogers, Foster 

and Wren alongside the City 

Police Stables. 

We all learnt about the census of 1191 which is often used as a 

benchmark to establish the age of numerous city churches and we 

spent time on the site St. Mary Aldermanbury 

This church was destroyed in the Great fire of London, rebuilt by 

Wren and then badly damaged in the Blitz. Amazingly it was sold 

to Fulton, Missouri in 1966 and reconstructed. It was in that town 

that Churchill gave his famous ‘An iron curtain has descended’ 

speech. Back here amongst the tranquil space is a monument to Shakespeare because two of 

his King’s Men troupe Heninge & Condell attended the church and were buried in the 

churchyard. It is because of them that Shakespeare’s Folio was created and that we have his 

plays today! 

John Steel’s own acting talents shone forth as he read, at the 

site of the City’s only listed tree; a London Plane, the 1797 

Wordsworth poem ‘The Reverie of Poor Susan’ which is said to 

have inspired the poem. 

 A moving piece of sculpture ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ by Karin 

Jonzen 1973 inspired some post freedom day hope because 

sadly our final destination of the roof garden at 120 Fenchurch 

Street was still not yet open. But don’t despair all those who 

missed this fabulous tour ..another awaits! 

Davy’s restaurant provided an excellent meal to celebrate our 

long awaited return to socialising in person.  

Liveryman Roger Wates  
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Supporting Charity 

Two Upholders Liverymen, both of whom hold significant posts in other 

City organisations, are this year involved in fundraising challenges—and 

seek help from Upholders members to reach their targets… 

 
Some of you will remember our largest event in recent years, PM Derek Thornton’s Mansion 

House Banquet for 250 held jointly with Tower Ward Club led by its then Master, Liveryman 

Jim Baty. Alderman Sir Michael Bear and Lady Bear represented the Lord Mayor and the 

Speaker was then Aldermanic Sheriff Sir Paul Judge. No fewer than 22 Livery Masters and 

Prime Wardens attended as guests, the Post Horn Gallop sounded true and clear, and the 

lights sparkled on the Ward Club’s mini mace positioned at the head of their sprig. 

 

Tower Ward Club’s Master for 2021-22 is Steve 

Tamcken, Upholders Court Assistant, Clerk to the 

Firefighters Livery and Ward Beadle for Candlewick 

Ward. In between all these roles he is walking his 

way out of lockdown in a unique personal challenge. 

Steve writes: “I have been asked by the Editorial 

Team of our wonderful Company magazine to say a 

few words about the charities that have been picked 

and why, and to circulate the following message and 

donation link to the Company. 

 

Tower Ward Club was 50 years old last December, 

and personally, I am coming up to what Jane and I 

consider to be our 25th Anniversary, so I thought 

what I could do that would encompass both these 

milestone dates, raise some funds for deserving 

causes, and possibly raise the Club’s profile? My 

answer to this question is a personal challenge to 

walk 5 Million steps during my year as Master, in 

milage terms this is approximately 2,500 miles. 

Breaking this down, it is 100,000 steps for every year 

of the Club’s existence and 100 miles for every year 

that Jane and I have been together (by the way, that equates to approx. 13,700 steps every day 

for 365 days) 

   

The Charities that I have chosen are Fine Cell Work, close to my heart and with whom the 

Upholders are already familiar. FCW is a rehabilitation charity that works in 32 prisons across 

Britain, enabling prisoners to build fulfilling and crime-free lives by training them to do high-

quality, skilled needlework to foster hope and discipline. Their aim is to allow them to finish 

their sentences with work skills and the self-belief to not reoffend. The second charity is the 

Lord Mayor’s Appeal. I thought that you might like to know how the Walking 5 Million steps was 

going? After 3 months – I can say that even with the unsettled weather that we have all come to 

expect with our country – I am still on target and have managed 1.5 Million steps so far. 
 

If after reading the message above, you would like to make a donation, the link is 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Tower-Ward-Club-Master 

Thank you.” 
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Master Furniture Maker and Upholders Liveryman 

 David Woodward describes his challenge 

 to walk 1,000 miles in a year 

David’s personal challenge is feeding in to the Step2it programme which is 

encouraging as many of their contacts in the furnishing industry as possible to get on 

their feet and take part in a sports-based activity or challenge to generate vital funds 

to help those struggling financially. The campaign target is to fundraise £250k over the 

course of the year from the beginning of the new Furniture Makers’ Livery year on1st 

May, to benefit the The Furniture Makers’ Company, which is also the name of their 

industry charity. The charity launched Personal Support Grants back in March 2020 

and have been inundated with requests for help as a result of Covid-19.  

By the end of June, David has successfully completed 400 miles, averaging 6.5 miles a 

day, both on walks his has planned himself and by joining in with other Furniture 

Makers on their own walking challenges, accompanied by various dogs.  

Possibly the most challenging but nevertheless enjoyable, 

according to David, of the walks so far has been the 

stretch of the South-West Coast Path near Plymouth from 

Mount Edgecumbe, via the Fort Picklecombe battery of 

1851, to Rame Head and back – the heavens opened and 

as the photo shows, he could not have got any wetter! 

You can follow David’s progress through his regular 

updates on LinkedIn and if you would like to  make a 

donation towards his target, to be match funded by the 

Furniture Makers’ Livery, the link to David’s page is  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/David-

Woodward27  

Assuming that Trade shows will once more be a feature of 

life come 2022, one of David’s later challenges will be 

to run 100 miles on a treadmill over the 4 days of the 

January Furniture Show.  

Check out David’s JustGiving page to read about the 

final challenge in Spring 2022 which will involve a 

team walk, ‘The Grand Re-Union Canal Walk', 

supported by a Past Master driving a canal boat… 

David, well done on your efforts so far – nearly 

halfway there! We wish you well with the next 600 

miles. 

S Nevard happened to phone David during one of 

his daily walks, this time over a golf course whilst 

watching other Furniture Makers play. 

 

David with muddy, muddy Madeline 

Rain fails to stop play! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/David-Woodward27
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/David-Woodward27


11 

     

Upholders - what they did and how they attempted 
to control their Trade - part II by Jackie Williams, Senior Warden and 

Hon Archivist; part I was in the November 2020 issue 

How did the Upholders control and supervise the Trade? 

Initially the Upholders formed a guild. During medieval times guilds could be found not just in 

England but also across Europe. They were formed so that members could benefit from mutual 

aid, production standards could be maintained, competition was reduced, and by acting 

collectively, a certain amount of political influence could be achieved.  

The next step came in 1360 when the Upholders appealed to the Mayor and Aldermen to be 

recognised as a separate Mistery or Trade. This was granted. This required them to elect four 

men to survey and govern the men of the Mistery. They were also given the right to search for 

and seize all wares pertaining to the Craft that were, “insufficiently or not truly made.” 

Over the following years there were a series of petitions by the Mistery to both the King and 

Parliament, and to the Mayor and Aldermen, in an attempt to protect the craft.  In 1474 the 

guild petitioned the Mayor and the Court of Aldermen for more control over “scurrilous traders 

and makers” who sold substandard goods. They also petitioned for the right to appoint a 

sergeant with the power to seize and confiscate the substandard goods, arguing that the sale of 

such goods was undermining the good name of the Trade.  Although the petition was granted, 

the powers proved to be inadequate so in 1494 the guild successfully petitioned the Mayor and 

the Court of Aldermen asking that 

feather beds, bolsters and pillows 

should only be filled with “dry 

pulled feathers or clean down” 

and that quilts, mattresses and 

cushions should be filled with 

clean wool or clean flock, 

otherwise the item could be 

seized. The petition was granted. 

In 1552 the company petitioned 

Parliament again, presumably 

because the 1494 Act was 

ineffective. As a result, another 

Act was passed which reconfirmed 

that all mattresses, bolsters and 

pillows must be filled with dry 

pulled feathers or clean down, and 

that if substandard products were 

found they were to be forfeited. 

 

It was clear by the late 16th century that the powers of search and seize were inadequate, so 

the Company presented a petition to the Court of Aldermen in 1614 which approved the 

appointment of two searchers to find the poor quality goods. Clearly, the problem continued 

because the company applied for a Royal Charter, awarded in 1626, which it hoped would 

improve the situation. The Charter confirmed the Company’s power to exact punishment if 

members did not comply with the rules and regulations of the Company and trade.  

A modern charter of 1963 granting the use of the Eider duck Crest 

and Lamb Supporters, held in the Archives under Guildhall and 

showing the use of wool and feathers in our Trades 
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How did the Upholders attempt to control their Trade? 

In 1750, perhaps in a final attempt to control the trade, the Company petitioned the Common 

Council for an Act to force all those carrying on the trade of upholstery in the City of London 

and within a seven mile circumference to take up their Freedom of the Company. The Act was 

passed. Initially this led to an increase in the membership of the company, with 19 freedom 

admissions between 1750 and 1759, and 48 in the 1760s, but by the 1770s there were only 33 

admissions and this declined further to only 15 in the 1780s. Interestingly, although the power 

of the Act was declining by the 1780s the Company did manage to force George Seddon II to 

join the Company despite his father being a liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Joiners. 

During the 19th century the powers of the Company and the livery companies in general 

declined further, undermined by a decree issued in 1850 which meant that traders/craftsmen 

no longer had to hold the City’s Freedom to make a living in the City of London. 

Although this article has only discussed those Petitions and Acts regarding the governance of 

the Company and the quality of goods, the company also presented a number of petitions 

aimed at limiting the competitive threat of other products and materials. These included 

disputes with the cane chairs makers, the sellers of Whitney blankets, and a petition against 

the ban of the use of calico for quilts.  

Why did Livery Companies struggle to supervise their respective trades?  

Enforcement and maintenance of standards was difficult; by the time of the Great Fire the 

power of the Livery Companies had already begun to decline. A number of craftsmen had 

established businesses to the west of the City, but the Livery Companies were only allowed to 

control their respective crafts within the City.  Successive waves of foreigners (those from 

outside London) and aliens (those from overseas) brought skills with them and, as they did not 

belong, at least initially, to a Livery company, they were forced to set up businesses outside the 

walls of the City. Finally, in the aftermath of the Great Fire there was huge demand for 

craftsmen to rebuild the City, so Master craftsmen and their apprentices had to be brought in 

from other cities. Many did not return to their homes and stayed to establish businesses inside 

the Walls if they could afford the Fine to join a Livery company or outside the Walls if they 

could not, creating competition to the existing trades within the Walls.  

Some aspects of the system still continue with Master craftsmen employing apprentices, and 

trade bodies such as the AMUSF laying down standards for training. The power to seize 

substandard goods now rests with Border controls and the consumer is protected by the 

Consumer Rights Act 2015. Some companies, though, such as the goldsmiths and the 

gunmakers do still have control over the standard and quality of their products. All gold and 

silver has to carry an assay mark, in London this can only be provided by the Worshipful 

Company of Goldsmiths.  

 

Jackie Williams, Senior Warden and Chairman of the History Society 

Acknowledgement: My thanks to John Houston who provided much of the 

information in this article in “Featherbedds & Flockbedds.” 
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Upholders Events Calendar 

The printed calendar is being posted with the Livery List this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students recognised at the Upholstery Awards at the School of Art, 

Architecture and Design at London Metropolitan University, 29 May  

wrote to Course Leader Rachael and the WTTT explaining what the Award means to them: 

Date 
  

Event Attendance 

Friday 6 
August 2021 

Master’s  Summer 
Event 

Barbecue HQS 
Wellington 

  

Liverymen & 
guests, Free-
men & Yeo-

men 
  

 Wednesday 
15 Septem-

ber 2021 

  
September Court 

+ Dinner 
Saddlers’ Hall 

  

Liverymen & 
Guests, Free-

men 
  

Wednesday 

29 Septem-
ber 2021 

  

New Members 
evening 

Clive Room, E 
India Club 

More recent 
Liverymen + 

enquirers 

  
Wednesday 

29 Septem-
ber 2021 

Election of Lord 
Mayor 

Guildhall + 
Lunch tba 

  

Liverymen 
only to vote; 
Liverymen & 
guests lunch 

Thursday 
morning, 14 

October 
2021 

History Society 
Visit to Warner 

Textiles Archive, 
Braintree 

Liverymen, 
Freemen, Yeo-

men 

Wednesday 

20 October 
2021 

  
Upholders Ban-

quet 
Mansion House 

  

Liverymen & 
Guests, Free-

men 

Support the Upholders entry! 

Saturday 13 
November 

  
805th   Lord 

Mayor’s Show Ticketed stands 
& lunch 

  
Upholders and Furniture Makers Masters’ Auction 

Wednesday 
17 November 

2021 

  
 Furniture Makers’ 

Hall 
  

Attendance from 
across member-

ship + guests 

Thursday 20.1.22 Court, Common Hall + Lunch, Cutlers 

Wednesday 23.2.22 Annual Church Service + Dinner 

Tuesday 15.3.22 Master’s Court Dinner, Furniture Makers 

Thursday 7.4.22 Installation Court and Dinner, Vintners 

Meet the Upholders 
The Clive Room, The East India Club, 16 St.James’s Square, St. 

James’s, SW1Y 4LH 

Wednesday 29 September 2021, 6.30-9.00 p.m. 

The Upholders’ Membership Committee is pleased to invite you 

and your personal guests to this special Autumn event  - 
 

Ask your friends and colleagues to Save the Date! 
Contact Steve Gardner with questions or to book 

steve.gardner@arbus-black.co.uk 

“I was very pleased to 

be chosen as the winner of 
the award for my Stage 3 

armchair. I would like to 
say thank you very 
much for the cheque which 

will be used to help 
me build up my tools. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed 

my 3 year upholstery 
course and I’m looking 

forward to pursuing this 

craft as my career.”  

 

“I would like to thank the 
Livery company for awarding 
me 1st place for my stage 2 
nursing chair. I am delighted 
that you selected my chair as 
a winner. It gives me great 
confidence as I find my feet in 
this industry. The very 
generous prize money will go 
towards an air compressor, 
which will be a great help for 
me working towards opening 
my own studio in the near 
future. Thanks again, I feel 
very privileged for this.” 

“It is with gratitude and 

pride that I receive my 
award from the Worshipful 

Company of Upholders. 
Your acknowledgement of 
my work brings me great 

assurance that I have been 
put on the right path. It 
has encouraged me to keep 

striving to progress and 
improve as an upholsterer. 

With many thanks.” 
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News from the City of London  

Traditional police boxes in the Square Mile are to be reimagined as new ‘Digital Service 

Points’ after the City of London Corporation announced the winning design on 29 June. 

The design competition winner, ‘The London Stones’ by architecture and design studio Unknown Works, 

includes space for digital information screens, essential communication technology and for the storage of 
life-saving emergency equipment. The winning design is in line with the City Corporation’s 

ambitious Climate Action Strategy, including the use of sustainable construction material (predominantly 

stone and recycled steel), natural lighting and passive ventilation, solar panels and power generation, and 

a unique approach to ecology.  

Chairman of the Streets and Walkways Sub 
Committee at the City of London 

Corporation, Graham Packham, said: “This 
winning concept design provides the blueprint 
for a key piece of infrastructure for the Square 
Mile, whilst also being sustainable and entirely 

complimentary to the unique City environment.” 

For further information on the new Sheriffs and 
the City’s plans during the coming year, please 
visit  https://news.cityoflondon.gov.uk/new-

sheriffs-will-work-to-promote-citys-post-

pandemic-recovery/  

 

First of all, a huge welcome to new Clerk Rosemary, crossing over to the ‘other side’ from a West End 

members’ club. Before long you will grasp not only our traditions but also the dictum that ‘everything 

goes through the Clerk’… I hope you will enjoy working with our fabulous, dedicated Upholders Court 
and membership as much as I have over the past 9+ years. I can heartily recommend Rosemary’s 

chocolate Brownies, pictured below on the day I received the LKI cookbook, a happy coincidence! And I 

was overwhelmed by the presentation of a gorgeous honeysuckle tapestry cushion from the Master at my 

final Court meeting as Clerk in June. Thank you, I will treasure it and am enjoying showing it off. 
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